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CAUGHT ON CAMERA! 


LEYS News has made it 

to the big screen after our 
offices in Kingfisher Green 
were chosen as a location 
for an English language 
film being made by Oxford 
University Press. 

We were approached by 
OUP who were looking for a 
newspaper or magazine office 
to film in and chose Leys News 
as the perfect location! 

James Magrane from Oxford 
University Press said: “We were 
filming for an English language 
teaching course called English 
File. This is a flagship course 
for OUP and is now in its third 
edition. The video is a small- 
scale romantic comedy set in 
London and New York. 

“The two main characters 
work for a fictional listings 
magazine called 24/7. We shot 
the interior of London office 
of the magazine at Leys News 
and it was a perfect fit with the 
exterior we shot in London. 
The DVD will be published next 
spring.” 
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AN application for Blackbird Leys Park to 
be given Town Green status could scup- 
per plans for the new swimming pool. 
The application is currently being con- 
sidered by Oxfordshire County Council, 
and has been made to prevent the build- 
ing work starting for the new competition 
standard swimming pool next to Black- 
bird Leys Leisure Centre. 

If the Town Green application had not 
been made Oxford City Council would 
now be starting work on the pool and it 
would open just after the 2012 London 
Olympics. 

A spokesman for the city council 
said: “If the Town Green application 
goes ahead and is successful, Oxford 
City Council would be unable to enforce 
its by-laws. This includes restricting ac- 
tivities such as golf, and preventing ve- 
hicles such as motorbikes riding on the 
park. 

“There would be no development on 
the site and the £150,000 development 
of the play area on Pegasus Road which 
is due to open early next year would not 
be able to happen. This is anticipated 
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to be one of our biggest and best play 
areas in the city. Our ability to offer or- 
ganised sport such as football would be 
greatly compromised as people would 
have the right to roam over the pitches.” 

Councillor Van Coulter, Board Mem- 
ber for Leisure Services, added: “While 
our legal advice gives us confidence that 
we will defeat the Town Green applica- 
tion on the grounds that the area is al- 
ready a park, it will result in a delay to 
starting the scheme. 

“The impacts of the delays are that 
we have increased the project contin- 
gency by £350,000 which is to cover the 
rising cost of materials such as steel, in- 
creased professional fees and legal ad- 
vice. We also risk losing key members of 
the professional team to other projects 
as we are unable to confirm a start date. 
We contend that this is not a village 
green or some scrub land on the edge of 
a village over which people have estab- 
lished through time rights of access. 

“Blackbird Leys Park is a park for 
everyone’s enjoyment including sport... 
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Precious Pets 


Dear Editor, 

| am writing in response to Mr 

Alan Witton’s piece, ‘I hate pets’. 

| was disheartened to hear that 
Alan needed someone to explain 
what the point of owning a pet is? 
Although | can’t explain for all pet 
lovers, | can at least tell him what a 


difference having pets means to me. 


Those of you who read my wonder 
woman diary will know about our 
spaniel, Mandy who we all love but | 
have to admit does try my patience 
at times! 

The other day | wanted to take 
her out and could not find her lead, 
| looked around for a bit of rope and 
found a bungee cord. | attached the 
cord to her collar and we happily 
went off, but then she decided that 
she had enough and wanted to go 
home. 

It was such a lovely day and | 
wanted to go further, so | pulled the 
cord which resulted in it pulling her 
collar over head and catapulting it 
in to the long grass! It took ages to 
find. But on the other hand, it’s now 
two in the morning and | can’t sleep 
yet again, and here is Mandy sat at 
my feet keeping me company. 

We also have a guinea pig, 
some of you may know that | grow 


PHOTO OF THE MONTH: Spindleberry Nature P 


vegetables; | pride myself on them 
and have even won categories in 
vegetable shows. But my daughter 
Emily and | don’t enjoy eating them, 
whereas the guinea pig squeaks 
with delight with any | bring him. 

Also we have a pond with gold 
fish and one Japanese Koi, who we 
have had for a number of years. | 
think even Alan would like the fish? 
It recognises me and comes very 
Close to take the food, making it 
very relaxing to watch. 

But the best thing about having 
pets is that they are great excuses 
if you need to get out of something 
or leave early. Only this week | was 
asked out by a 76-year-old man. | 
refuse to go out with anybody that 
age until | reach fifty, (next year), 
so stunned by his request | did not 
reply, knowing | was slightly deaf 
he asked again louder this time 
adding that he would make a great 
companion. ‘No thanks | said | have 
a spaniel’. What would | do without 
that spaniel? 

So Alan | say to you that you 
are indeed lucky if your life is rich 
enough without pets but for me the 
richness that our pets add to our 
lives is priceless. 

Jane Yates 


ark. Picture taken by Pete Dalton. 
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Dear Editor, 

My boys thoroughly enjoyed 
the opportunity of being able 
to access the Pegasus theatre 
through The Leys Children’s 
Centre. Their first experience 
was in the centre, for the two 
free taster sessions that they 
attended. | was so proud to 
watch them and their friends 
when they put on the show of 
Street Dance that they had 
just learned. 

Through support and 
guidance from the centre, we 
were able to go two sessions 
at Pegasus Theatre at a very 
reasonable rate. The boys 
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Letter from the Editor 


AS Leys News went to press we were sat in the office with 
all the lights on and enjoying a morning cuppa-'t felt more 
like Autumn than August! 

So where did the summer go?! At this time of year it is 
very easy to let the weather dictate our mood and drag us 


down so we have made 


sure that this month’s paper is full 


of interesting and inspiring stories about all the different 


things that are going on 


across the Leys. 


Hopefully this will lift our mood and stretch summer out 
for just a little bit longer! 

We have devoted our four centre pages to going back 
to school. Before you all start groaning there are some 
great ideas for keeping our children healthy with recipes 
for lunchboxes and after school snacks, and we have also 


rounded up some of the best back to school products to 
try and make the start of the new school year a little more 


cheerful! 


Talking of school, this year’s A level results were pretty 
impressive and our friends at Ruskin College have already 
been inundated with enquiries from students who are hop- 


ing to study there. 


Finally on the front page you will see that leys News 
has hit the big time! Our humble offices in Kingfisher Green 
were chosen as a location for a film for the Oxford Univer- 
sity Press. A crew of 15 turned up and took over for the day 
and we would like to thank them for thinking of us and for 
making a very generous donation to our funds. We are glad 
the day went well and look forward to seeing the film next 


Spring. 
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attended an afternoon and a 
whole day, where they created 
wonderful masks and puppets 
as two examples. They were 
very excited about it all and 
have asked for their creations 
to be put up on the kitchen 
wall. 

| think we were very fortu- 
nate to be able to have such 
a brilliant experience, and the 
boys have asked to go back. 
We were given information on 
workshops, and have been 
pleasantly surprised by the 
price. The boys are booked 
in for a weekly session that 
will start in September. | know 


that Pegasus Theatre make 
every effort to be generous in 
helping families pay for their 
courses, with a bursary where 
possible and various conces- 
sions. 

Our chance to do some- 
thing like this has shown 
that anyone, from anywhere 
can have fun doing things 
that you may think are out of 
your reach. On behalf of the 
boys, | would like to thank 
The Leys Children’s Centre 
and Pegasus Theatre for the 
opportunity. 

Paula Mitty 


Cartoon by Jane Yates. 
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SUBMISSIONS 


Leys News welcomes 
submissions and ideas for articles 
and photographs from all sectors 
of the community. 

If you would like to send 
us a press release about your 
community project please email it 


to editor@leysnews.co.uk and we 
will consider it for publication in a 
future issue. 


The next issue of Leys News will 


Editorial 


Meetings 


The next editorial 
meeting 
will be held on 


Tuesday 6 September 


at 10.30am 
at The Leys News 


be delivered on 24 September 
and the deadline for advertising 
and editorial copy is 15 
September. 


office, 
26 Kingfisher Green, 
Greater Leys 
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Summer fun 
across the ages 


DURING August, Leys CDI over 
50’s Clockhouse Project and Youth 
Project, supported by the Leys 
Housing Consortium, got together 
for some summer fun. 

The idea was born during the 
Easter holidays when young peo- 
ple cooked lunch for the over 50s 
and spent an afternoon getting to 
know each other. The young and 
older generation felt that they both 
have lots to offer to each other and 
would like to do more things to- 
gether. 

This summer the over 50s gar- 
dening club invited young people 
to the Clockhouse garden and 
everyone enjoyed doing some 
gardening, planting and sharing 
life stories in the summer sun. In 
return the young people invited the 
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to a drumming session and also to 
a street art session in the Barn. A 
spokesman said: “The young peo- 
ple were amazed how young and 
full of fun the ‘golden’ generation 
is and that they have the time and 
patience to really listen to young 
people. The over 50s experienced 
a kind and polite young generation 
and found out what young people 
are interested in. A sing along was 
also planned for the last week of 
August at the Clockhouse.” 

There are plans to have a regu- 
lar intergenerational forum hosted 
by the CDI. The older generation 
is looking forward to improving 
their texting skills and learn filming 
while the young people would like 
to learn more about cake decorat- 
ing and how it was to live in days 


over 50’s toa street dance session, gone by. 


Town Green status. Continued from front page 
..and leisure pastimes. It needs to develop reflecting the 
needs of the city and the local community and not be frozen in 
time and therefore doomed to degenerate. 

“The timing and nature of the application makes us suspi- 
cious that the application is a spoiling tactic to slow down or 
prevent the development.” 

The city council spokesman said that there is evidence of 
such tactics across the country. 

“The Government is so concerned about the impact of 
such approaches that it has issued a consultation document 
which proposes curbing the ability to thwart development 
through using town green legislation. Oxford City Council 
supports the proposals made which includes excluding any 
development with planning permission from such applica- 
tions. The competition standard swimming pool in Blackbird 
Leys will provide a high quality, sustainable facility for now 
and for future generations. The scheme includes a 25 metre, 
eight lane pool, teaching pool, toddler fun pool, sauna, soft 
play area, additional car parking, landscaping and has very 
good low carbon credentials.” 

Once the pool opens, both Temple Cowley and Blackbird 
Leys Pools, which are at the end of their life will close. The 
spokesman added: “The new pool has planning permission 
and is fully funded. We have a contractor ready and wait- 
ing to start work. The construction of the pool will provide 
employment opportunities with up to 100 workers on site; 
create four apprenticeships, and student workshops through- 
out the build. It will result in around £2.65m of the works 
being undertaken by local companies and we estimate that 
for every pound spent locally that it generates a further £4 of EVERY TUESDAY 1.30 to 3.30pm 
local spend. 6 September to 13 December 2011 

“Meanwhile, the condition of Temple Cowley Pools is (No session on 25 October) 
worsening. In recent weeks, the air conditioning and poolside Come whenever you can 
air handling have both failed. We are in the process of trying 
to rectify these issues, but such failures are happening with 
an increasing frequency. The risk of an unplanned closures 
increase as the condition of the two pools continues to dete- 
riorate.” 

If the Town Green is successful we could be left with both 
Temple Cowley and Blackbird Leys Pools closing with no 
replacement as despite the protestations of the campaign 
group a refurbishment plan is not affordable.” 


Get Moving...Get Dancing! 


BACK by popular demand from the Get Moving! dance pilot project, 
a weekly dance class for over-50’s will re-start in September at 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre in Community Hall 1. The weekly class 
will run on Wednesdays from 9.30-10.30am starting on Wednesday 
21 September. Cost: £2.50 per session. There is no need to book, just 
come along and pay on the day. No previous experience necessary. 


Why not come along to have fun, be active and be creative! 


For further details, please contact Claire Thompson: 01865 252820 
cthompson@oxford.gov.uk. 


FREE! 
Singing for Fun 
for Over-Fifties 


Join our friendly group, for some great songs that 
are easy to learn, and fun to sing. 


“Uplifting” “This singing brings me alive!” 


Clockhouse Community Centre, 
Long Ground, Greater Leys, OX4 7FX 


Tel Sally: 01865 395908 for more info, or just turn up. 


Organised by the Clockhouse Project 
(Leys CDI) with support from Oxford 
Lieder/The Patsy Wood Trust. 


To discuss your advert 
email John at 
advertising@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756 


se Oxford Lieder Ltd is a registered 
Oxford Lieder charity no. 1111458. 


celebrating song 


What do YOU think about the application for Town Green 
Status? Contact us and let us know at editor@leysnew.co.uk 


www.oxfordlieder.co.uk 
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Slush Puppies 
Reatly for summer 
Medium cup 80p 

Large cup £1.00 


Need help giving Eivuneora weve nme ven 
up smoking? e Not sure what 7 


the marketis 


doing? 


e How much 
can | get for my 


property? 
With your local 
. . e Can lI geta 
NHS Stop Smoking Service good deal ona 


mortgage? 
FREE advice and support 
in Oxfordshire 


Talk to people 
that know... . ‘ : 
for smokers who want to quit c' a | 


The team with over 20 years experience between them! 
We are not the largest local agent — but the best! 


0845 40 80 300 


S&C Sales & Lettings 
rightmove 138 Oxford Road, Cowley, 
w-x-x Oxford, OX4 2DU 


FindaProperty.com 


Oxfordshire Smoking Advice Service 
Supporting people through the process of quitting 


INHS' SMOKEFREE 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


OXFORD OPEN DOORS 2011 


Blackbird Leys - 
Hidden Treasures 


BEYOND the media hype and urban myths; what do 
you really know about the Leys? Join us on this fasci- 
nating one hour walk as we explore the history and art 
of the area, from Roman times to present day. There 
will also be a fun treasure hunt for children. All chil- 
dren must be accompanied by an adult who is respon- 
sible for them at all times. No need to book just turn 


up. Meet by the Glow Tree sculpture. In association 


with World Class Communities. 
Blackbird Leys — Hidden Treasures 
Date: Sunday 11 September 2011 
Time: 10.00am to 11.00am 


Meeting Place: Next to the Glow Tree sculpture, 


Blackbird Leys Road, Oxford OX4 6HW 


Booking: No need to book 


Details: Families welcome 


Contact: Tanya Prescott 07799893747 


Website: www.worldclasscommunities.co.uk/events 


St. Giles Fair 


BY YASMINE HAJJI 


IT IS that time of the year again when 
Oxford boasts cotton candy, music you 
can hear a mile off and amusement 
rides that never stop varying in excite- 
ment. Held this year on the 5 and 6 of 
September, St. Giles fair grows bigger 
and better each and every time it ar- 
rives in our city. 

The fair stretches down the streets 
of St. Giles, but let us not forget the 
origin of this amazing spectacle and 
of course how it all began by looking 
at its history and the man behind the 
name, Saint Giles. 

St. Giles was a Greek born Chris- 
tian who withdrew deep into a forest 
at one point in his life and spent many 
years living in isolation with a deer as 
his only companion; while alive he 
preformed many miracles which led to 
his holy reputation and recognition as 


You are a trusted voice 


Together we can make sure 
nobody is left behind. 


a saint at death. When St. Giles even- 
tually did die, in the South of France, 
the title of a patron saint was granted 
and as such his patronage was asso- 
ciated with problems such as fear of 
the night, cancer and many illnesses 
as well as disability. Also at death, he 
became a member of the Fourteen 
Holy Helpers, a group of saints be- 
lieved to be particularly effective, es- 
pecially against various diseases and 
surprisingly he was the only martyr in 
this group. 

With this in mind, it is amazing 
how the fair today is celebrated in his 
name a few days after his feast day, 
but really has evolved through time to 
become a two day spectacle that actu- 
ally originated from a Church service. 

The Fair transformed from St Giles 
parish wake in the early seventeenth 
century and later became known as 
St Giles Feast. However, St. Giles 
Church, which is really responsible 
for spawning the fair, was founded in 
north Oxford in the 1100’s and since 
the nineteenth century, St Giles’ Fair 


The Help Scheme is run by the BBC, under an agreement 
with the Government. We are here to give practical help to 
older and disabled people who may find it more difficult to 
switch to digital TV. We will install easy-to-use equipment 
and provide a simple demonstration of how it all works. 


We are doing all we can but we need help from trusted 
voices like yours. Do you know of anyone who could use 


has been held on the Monday and 
Tuesday following the first Sunday af- 
ter St Giles’ Day. 

Although, the fair we experience 
now was a complete contrast when it 
was merely a toy fair, selling miscella- 
neous cheap and useful wares in the 
1780s and by 1800 it had become a 
general fair to entertain children. From 
the 1830s there arrived amusements 
for adults and by the end of the nine- 
teenth century there were several pro- 
posals to close it, as it had become too 
rowdy and licentious. In the same way, 
the fair’s reputation today is still quite 
rowdy and loud and many people try 
to avoid the noise and chaos it brings 
by opting out of visiting as it’s not for 
everyone. 

But it is still a fun-filled experience 
to at least try once and even if you 
don’t go on some of the daring rides 
on show, there are still the fun houses, 
the helter-skelter and don’t forget the 
brilliant multi-cultural food that’s al- 
ways on offer for you to try out. 
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Off the street and 
back on your feet 


AN Oxford charity that helps 
homeless people rebuild their 
lives is appealing for people 
across the city to support 
their work to retrain and edu- 
cate homeless people. 

In addition to food, shel- 
ter and resettlement advice, 
Oxford Homeless Pathways 
(OxHoP) offers a_ training, 
education and activities pro- 
gramme. 

This programme ensures 
that every person the char- 
ity helps, is engaged in vo- 
cational activities suited to 
their individual needs. For the 
most marginalised this may 
entail starting a hobby or join- 
ing a new social group, while 
for more able individuals this 
may mean access to training, 
work opportunities or regular 
volunteering. A meaningful 
occupation plays a crucial 
part in clients maintaining 
tenancies once they have left 
our services. 

A spokesperson for the 
charity said: “Tonight, as you 
try to fall asleep, instead of 
thinking of the million and one 
things you have to do tomor- 
row, take a moment and give 
thanks for the simple fact that 
you have a roof over your 
head. We all know (but some- 
times forget) that there are 
millions of people in the UK 
without that luxury. Perhaps 
there are individuals living 
without a home right outside 
your doorstep. 

“The people who pass 
through are regular people 
with life stories of hardship 
and deprivation. They come 
from all walks of life and have 
become homeless for various 
reasons. Most people imme- 
diately think of the unshaven, 


scruffy man huddled up in the 
doorway of M&S begging for 
money to feed his heroin hab- 
it. This does of course hap- 
pen, but it only represents a 
minority of homeless people. 

“We often forget about the 
educated young professional 
who couldn’t keep up with his 
mortgage repayments after 
he got made redundant and 
is now living in his car at an 
Oxford Park & Ride, or the 
40-year-old woman who fi- 
nally mustered up the cour- 
age to flee from her abusive 
partner.” 

OxHoP works to help 
them remove the label of 
“homeless person” from their 
forehead, and replace it with 
something that reflects the 
person they want to be or 
have aspired to be in the past. 

The spokesperson added: 
“Our aim is to assist people 
in tackling the problems that 
have led them to becoming 
homeless and help equip 
them with the skills neces- 
sary to sustain independent 
accommodation in the future. 
We have learnt that simply 
resolving housing needs is 
not enough to end the cycle 
of homelessness. There is of- 
ten an underlying issue, such 
as lack of living skills or con- 
fidence, and simply finding 
someone a place to stay does 
not address these problems.” 

Each year OxHop trans- 
form hundreds of lives, sup- 
porting people through their 
darkest times and offering 
them hope, stability and a 
brighter future. 


For more information on its services and ways in which 
you can help please contact christyspenle@oxhop.org. 


uk or call 01865 262207. 


{_] are aged 75 or over; or 


Help Scheme Eligibility 


A person is eligible if they (only one needed): 


(] have lived in a care home for 6 months or more; or 


a hand with switching? You may be the only one they 


i et (or could get) Disability Living Allowance (DLA), Attendance Allowance, 
listen to. L] get ( get) Disability Living (DLA) 


Constant Attendance Allowance or mobility supplement; or 


We can help people who: (J are registered blind or partially sighted. 


e Are 75 or over, or 

e Have lived in a care home for six months or more, or 
e Get or could get certain disability allowances, or 

e Are registered blind or partially sighted 


The standard offer is £40 for most people, but free if a 
person is eligible AND receives: 

(_] pension credit; or 

(_] income support; or 

(_] employment support allowance; or 


L] income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance. 


( Call to join the Help Scheme today: 0800 40 85 912 ) 


The switch to digital TV can be daunting 
for some. The Switchover Help Scheme 

is here to make sure nobody is left with 

a blank screen. 


helpscheme.co.uk 


1BIBIC) 


The Help Scheme is run by the BBC 


‘Ab 


Tell someone about the Help Scheme and help 
make sure nobody is forgotten. All they need to 


switchover 


help scheme do is to call us free on 0800 40 85 900 and we'll 


explain everything. Thank you. 


HSCOMMFLYERV2_PEERS 


helping you go digital(V) 
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By Stuart Mabbutt 


FROM September 5 Black- 
bird and Greater Leys 
PCSOs will be engaged in 
an anti-bike theft operation, 
reminding local residents 

of some of the crime 
prevention steps that can be 
taken to secure and protect 
cycles against thieves. 

PCSOs will be conduct- 
ing leaflet drops around the 
Leys as well as going into 
schools to speak with local 
children about keeping bikes 
safe and secure. 

The Neighbourhood 
Policing Team will also have 
access to bike security stick- 
ers, allowing them to post 


New bike security campaign 


A week in Am 


BY YASMINE HAJJI 


DURING August, | travelled to one 
of the most breathtaking cities in Eu- 
rope that provided me an experience 
like no other. | am talking about Am- 
sterdam. 

The stories you’ve probably 
heard about prostitution and drugs 
may well be true, but this isn’t all the 
city has to offer, Amsterdam is an ex- 
pensive yet rewarding place. Having 
always wanted to visit, | spent five 
days with my mum in this culturally 
rich capital and took part in a variety 
of remarkable activities such as bike 
riding through relaxing Vondel Park, 
strolling through the controversial 
Red Light District, seeing the city by 
water on a canal tour and visiting the 
famous Anne Frank House museum 
that provoked a deep understand- 
ing of how people coped during the 
Holocaust. 

Although, | didn’t expect to be 
looking over my shoulder countless 
times at the hordes of cyclists that 
dominate every inch of the pavement 
or the amount of money | managed 
to blow just in one day! But please 
don’t let that put you off. 

This country’s relaxed attitude to 
drugs and prostitution means that 
you can enjoy and embrace things 
that we should be ashamed of but 
only make us human. None the 
less, Amsterdam is a top destina- 
tion for rich adults, art enthusiasts 
and people wanting to experience 
cannabis without the fear of the law 
cracking down on them. But, neither 
my mum nor | fit into any of those 
categories, yet we still managed to 
have an amazing time and | would 
encourage anyone to visit this ec- 
centric and exhilarating city if they 
ever get the chance. On the first day, 
we checked into Hotel Casa 400, a 
modern styled hotel suite with very 
comfortable rooms and extremely 
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welcoming and polite staff. 

Every morning we grabbed a 
warm pastry and hot chocolate, while 
riding the tram (which was a quite a 
fun way of getting around the place) 
into the city centre. Every street had 
a restaurant boasting ridiculously 
lovely looking food which smelled 
great as well as unique shops and 
beautiful landmarks. 

As a tourist myself, | didn’t feel 
alone as | saw many others waving 
maps around in search of the next 
big attraction. But | have to say, the 
highlight of this trip would have to be 
witnessing the explosively colourful 


Elmo Makes Music 


IF YOU thought that summer was over and 
there would be no more family outings then 
think again because Sesame Street Live 
Elmo Makes Music is coming to the New 
Theatre in Oxford, this September. 
Everyone’s favourite Sesame Street 
friends; Elmo, Abby Cadabby and Big Bird 
teach children that we can still make and 
enjoy beautiful music together in this exciting production. Join the fun 
as Abby Cadabby realises her love for singing and wants to start a new 
band with Elmo and friends as they discover instruments they never knew 
existed ... pots and spoons, trash can lids, and even cookie jars! Like 
television’s Sesame Street, each Sesame Street Live production features 
timeless lessons for all ages. 


Gay Pride festival that takes place 
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sterdam 


during the first week of August and 
is watched by 500, 000 spectators 
every year. Through the Prinsen- 
gracht and Amstel river, the edge of 
canals, pavements and roads were 
crammed full of people in their mass- 
es, waiting to see dashingly bright 
boats glide past, parading gays, les- 
bians and transsexuals dancing to- 
gether in different arrays of strange 
clothing or in some cases nearly 
none at alll! 

All of this happened in the heat 
of excitement while greeting the tons 
of appreciative spectators enjoying 
the party vibe that the day brought. It 
was an incredible event and | would 
definitely visit again. 

| urge anyone to check out this 
spectacular city at least once in 
your lifetime as there are festivals 
all year round, plenty of museums 
to visit, restaurants to sample, shops 
to spend in, landmarks to marvel at 
and concerts too, so you won’t miss 
out on any fun. It is one thing to fol- 
low a guidebook and other people’s 
hearsay, but it’s another to experi- 
ence and visit for yourself — and this 
applies to any holiday destination! 


Through the razzle-dazzle of this Broadway-quality musical produc- 


tion, children can learn about patience, acceptance and teamwork. But 
don’t worry, there is also something for the adults too, as the universal 


appeal of a Sesame Street Live production continues long after pre- 
school. Adults will learn to appreciate the high-tech stagecraft, cleverly 
written scripts, and music they'll recognize and enjoy sharing with their 
children, such as The Hustle, You Should Be Dancing and Rockin’ Robin. 
All the Sesame Street friends are taking to the stage on Saturday 17 Sep- 
tember at 2.00pm. 


do have a cycle stolen, it is 
important to have a record 
of the frame number for your 
cycle. The frame number 

is a reference number, 
unique to each cycle, which 
you can find underneath 

the bike, usually between 
the pedals. With the frame 
number, we have a much 
better chance of being able 
to return your bike to you if it 
is recovered”. 


your bike registered with 
securitymobilise.com, 
which is the UK’s National 
Property Register, and 
getting your cycle post- 
coded. 

“The post-coding is 
a free service provided 
by the Neighbourhood 
Policing Team, please stop 
one of your local PCSOs 
and ask us about it. In the 
unfortunate event that you 


code stamp your cycles as a 
deterrent to thieves. 

PCSO James Kachellek, 
from the Neighbourhood 
Policing Team, said: “There 
are a few simple steps we 
can all take to help deter 
thieves and make our 
cycles more secure. We 
recommend strong, D-Lock 
type locks, as these are 
harder for thieves to bypass. 
We also recommend getting 


To buy tickets please visit the New Theatre box office on George Street, or 
ringing 0844 871 3020 or by visiting their website at www.newtheatreoxford. org.uk 
(phone and internet bookings subject to booking/transaction fee). 

For bookings of ten or more, please call their dedicated in-house Groups 
team on 0844 871 3040. 

For information online, please visit www.sesamestreetlive.com. 
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A fresh start 


for September 


THERE is nothing quite like the feeling of writing on the first page of a brand new 


notebook, and as this is the time to get the kids ready for a new school year, we have 


put together some of our favourite new products to get the term off to a flying start. 


Why not send them off with some of 
the fair trade children’s accessories 
available from Traidcraft? As well 

as organising your little ones, you 
will also be helping make a world of 
difference to producers, their families 
and their communities in developing 
countries. 

You'll be helping producers such 
as Rozina Khatun, from Saidpur 
Enterprises in Bangladesh, where the 
Monkey Drawstring Bag (pictured) is 
made. She said: “I am feeling very 
good and very happy. | have been 
able to stand on my own feet.” 


www.traidcraftshop.co.uk 


(Name) and Peppa 
90 to Playgroup 


Starting school can be a daunting 
time for youngsters but now the idea 
of school can be introduced with 
this personalised Peppa Pig book; 
whether they are going to school, 
nursery or playgroup make their first 
day a great one with Peppa Pig and 
friends. 

In ‘Go to Playgroup,’ the lucky 
child stars in the words and pictures 
with Peppa, Rebecca Rabbit, Danny 
Dog, Candy Cat, Suzy Sheep, Zoe 
Zebra and all the Peppa characters. 

To create their very own person- 
alised Peppa Pig story simply add 
their name and then personalise the 
illustration to include their eye colour, 
hair colour and style and skin colour. 
Choose whether they go to school, 
nursery or playgroup and even add 
your very own personal message, for 
the ultimate personal touch. Create 
this unique personalised book star- 
ring your chosen child as they start 
school at www.penwizard.co.uk. 

Leys News readers can save £3 
on all Peppa Go to School purchases 
until 30 September by entering code 
362589 entered at the checkout. 

Stabilo knows that getting the 
kids ready to go back to school isn’t 
always easy which is why it has 
developed a pen to take at least one 
thing off your mind — handwriting. 
The EASYoriginal ergonomic pen will 


encourage your child to pick it up and 
learn with its colourful exterior and 
built in finger grips that make 
writing comfortable, fun and 
easy! 

The EASYoriginal is £6.99. 
For more information visit www. 
stabilo.co.uk 

This new take on an old fash- 
ioned school exercise book is an 
ideal place to write, doodle and 


keep of all your brilliant plans 4 


and ambitions. Or just a place to 
write what you really think about 
your teachers and classmates! 
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The back is blank so you can graffiti 
it in your own creative way. 
This bundle includes three Exercise 
Your Writes exercise books and three 
packs of Stick to Your Writes stickers 
for £18 from www.Z2littleboys.co.uk 
Individual exercise books are £5. 
Pens and pencil cases come in 
hundreds of variations and are guar- 
anteed to brighten up the school day. 
The pencil cases pictured are £1.50 
from Toys R Us, Wilkinsons, Pound- 
land and Morrisons. 
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COMPETITION! 


WIN BOOKS WITH 
LEYS NEWS! 
SECONDARY 
SCHOOL 


A Parent's Guide 


ALL PARENTS need a helping hand now and then 
and the publishers at Need2Know books have a 
range of publications to help with just about every 
stage of your child’s development and education. 

Their book Secondary School - A Parent’s 
Guide is a must for those parents of year 6 
students who are due to go up to secondary 
school next September. Once the school year 
starts and all the children have gone back, those 
parents of Year 6 students will receive all the 
forms ready for this time next year, and will have 
to decide where their child will go. This book will 
guide them through the minefield of decisions, 
forms, what to expect and appeals. 


Lucky Leys News readers have the chance to win 
one of five copies of the book by answering this 
simple question: 

Visit www.need2knowbooks.co.uk and tell us 
the titles of two other books that Need2Know has 
published 


Send your answer to: 

Editor 

Leys News 

26, Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, Oxford, OX4 7BX 


Or via email to editor@leysnews.co.uk 
with Need2Know in the subject line 
Please include all your contact details. 


The last date for entries is 15 September and usual 
terms and conditions apply. 


8| Leys News 


A NEW school year can be a daunting 
prospect for children, especially if they are 
changing schools or moving to a new area. 
There are lots of ways to support your 
children at this stage, and a good start to 
a new term is to make sure they have a 


healthy diet-both at home and at school. 
Waitrose, Holland & Barrett and all leading sweetcorn or egg and cress. 


A good breakfast is a great way to start 
the day and should not be overlooked. 

independent health food shops. Whole grain pasta or rice salads also 
make a nice change from sandwiches. 
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Although mornings can be chaotic in most 
households, making time for a small, 
healthy meal will make a big difference to 
the school day. 

A bowl of porridge, cereal, whole- 
meal toast with honey or a banana and a 
healthy snack bar is all you need to get 
your day off to a great start. 

It is a well known fact that a good 
breakfast helps concentration levels, 
keeps energy up and can even help to 
combat challenging behaviour so try and 
make a family breakfast the start of every 
school day this term! 


not only help to make them look and feel 
good but can help boost their immune sys- 
tem, keeping classroom bugs at bay. 

As children often want maximum time 
in the playground, make eating easy for 
them by peeling clementines and cutting 
up fruit. A fruit salad incorporating different 
types of fruit is best — a little lemon juice 
will help stop apples from browning. 


MAKE SANDWICHES 
SLOW-BURNERS 


Wholegrain bread releases energy more 
slowly than bread made with refined white 
flour, ensuring your child stays well fuelled 


MAXIMISE ON OILY FISH 
SUCH AS SARDINES, SALMON 
OR FRESH TUNA 


Oily fish is rich in omega-3 fatty acids, 


HEALTHY SNACKS 
FOR A HEALTHY MIND 


When it comes to healthy snacks and 
packed lunches, the supermarket shelves 
are positively groaning with snack bars, 
drinks and other products and we are all 
aware of the need to make sure that our 
little ones (and slightly bigger ones!) get 
their five a day. 

One product that can do this are bars 
like the Nakd bar (see picture). The all 
natural, wholefood snack bar range is the 
perfect break time snack for in between 
lessons or as an after school treat. 

Made from nothing else but raw fruit, 
nuts and a hint of natural flavouring, Nakd 
is a great healthy and unprocessed alter- 
native. 

Nakd bars can be purchased online at 
www.eatnakd.com and are widely availa- 
ble in Tesco, Asda, Sainsbury’s, Morrisons, 


throughout the day. Use wholemeal or 
granary bread, pitta, or tortilla wraps and 
try fillings such as cheese as it’s a good 
source of calcium, tomato, tuna and 


which are linked to improving concentra- 
tion, learning ability and hand-to-eye co- 
ordination. The Government advises that 
we eat two portions of fish a week, one of 
which should be oily fish. 


AVOID FIZZY DRINKS, SWEETS 
AND SNACKS WITH ADDITIVES 


Artificial colourings, flavourings and E 
numbers can affect children’s behaviour in 
the classroom. 

Try home-made smoothies, natural 
yoghurt, or dried fruit and nuts instead of 
sugar laden snacks, and ease off fizzy 
drinks and squash by encouraging them to 
drink more water. 


AN APPLE A DAY KEEPS 
THE DOCTOR AWAY 


Make sure your child gets their five a day 
fruit and vegetable essentials, which will 


GIVE THEM A 
DAILY DOSE OF DAIRY 


Dairy products are rich in calcium which 
is important for developing bones and 
healthy teeth, and protein which is impor- 
tant for growing children. 

Cheese, yoghurt and fromage frais, 
milk and homemade smoothies, made with 
yoghurt and fruit, are all excellent ways to 
give your kids a dose of dairy. 


GET KIDS INVOLVED 


Finally, let your children get involved in the 
preparation of their lunchbox by helping 
them cut their sandwiches into unusual 
shapes, or make faces out of their salad. 
Tuck in a surprise like a note, sticker or 
joke to make lunch time fun. 


Raspberry Iced Fancies 


Make these easy fresh 
and fruity fancies with 
the kids 


Makes 12 


Preparation time 20 min 
Cooking time 15-18 min 
Cost per cake 27p 


You will need: 

100g/40z butter, at room 
temperature 

100g/40z caster sugar 
Grated rind and juice of 1 
lemon 

2 eggs, beaten 

100g/40z self-raising flour 
175g/60z fresh raspberries 
100g/40z icing sugar, 
sifted 


What to do: 

1. Beat the butter, sugar 
and lemon rind together 
in a bowl with an electric 
mixer or wooden spoon 
until pale and creamy. 

2. Gradually beat in the 
eggs with a spoonful or 
two of the flour then stir in 
the remaining flour until 
smooth. 

3. Divide 12 paper or foil 
fairy cake cases between 
sections of a 12 hole 


muffin tin. Divide the cake 
mixture between them 
then gently press the rasp- 
berries into the cake mix- 
ture adding four or five to 
each cake case depending 
on their size. 

4. Bake in a preheated 
oven set to 3500F/gas 
mark 4 for 15-18 minutes 
until golden and the tops 
of the cakes spring back 
when pressed lightly with 
a fingertip. 

5. Allow to cool for five 
minutes or so then remove 
cakes from tin and cool on 
a wire rack. 

6. When the cakes are 
cold, put the icing sugar 
into a bowl and gradually 
mix in 3-4 teaspoons of 
the lemon juice until the ic- 
ing is thick and spoonable. 
7. Drizzle the icing over 
the cakes in random lines 
with a teaspoon or spoon 
into a greaseproof paper 
piping bag, snip of the tip 
and pipe over the cakes. 
8. Leave to stand for 30 
minutes for the icing to set 
then serve. 


Recipes for packed 
lunches and after 
school snacks 


We have hunted 
down some recipes 
for simple, tasty and 
healthy snacks and 
lunch box fillers that 
you and children can 
make together. 


Pink Lady Oaty Crumble Apple Muffin 


These delicious muffins will 
definitely fill a hole. Packed with 
bran and chunks of Pink Lady 
apple, it’s like an apple crumble in 
a cake. 


Makes 12 


Preparation time: 20 minutes 
Cooking time: 20 minutes, plus 
cooling 


You will need: 

1 Pink Lady apple, cored 
200g self raising flour, sieved 
50g oatbran 

‘2 tsp baking powder 

175g caster sugar 

zest and juice 1 orange 


3 medium eggs 
100ml sunflower oil 
75ml buttermilk 


For the crumble: 

25g butter 

50g plain flour 

1 tbsp caster sugar 
25g rolled porridge oats 


What to do: 

1. Preheat the oven to 190°C 
(170°C fan oven, gas mark 5). 

2. Line a 12-hole muffin tin with 
paper muffin cases. 

3. Coarsely grate half the Pink 
Lady apple and put into a large 
bowl. Dice the remaining apple 
and add the flour, oatbran, baking 


Picture: cannedfood.co.uk 


powder, sugar and orange zest. 
4. Lightly beat together the or- 
ange juice, eggs, oil and butter- 
milk in a jug until combined. 

5. Pour the egg mixture into the 
flour and stir with a spatula until 
just combined. Divide equally 
between the paper cases. 

6. For the crumble, rub together 
the flour, oats, sugar and butter in 
a bowl until it resembles coarse 
breadcrumbs. Sprinkle over the 
top of the cakes and bake in the 
oven for 20 minutes until lightly 
golden and risen. 

7. Leave to cool in the tin for five 
minutes and then transfer to a 
wire rack to go cold. 


Tuna Spread and Vegetable Mini Pitta Pockets 


Serves 4 
Preparation time: 10 minutes 


You will need: 

1 x (198g) can sweetcorn, drained 

185g x can tuna, drained 

6 mini pitta bread 

100g cream cheese 

8-10 green grapes, cut into quarters 

1 stick celery, peeled and finely chopped 


What to do: 

1. In a large mixing bowl add the drained tuna 
and the cream cheese and mix well to make a 
creamy spread. 

2. Add the remaining ingredients, mix well and 
season. 

3. Stuff each pitta bread pocket with a gener- 
ous amount of the tuna filling and enjoy at 
home or on the move! 


1 small carrot, peeled and grated 
Freshly ground black pepper 


French bread pizzas with peas, cherry 
tomatoes and mozzarella 


Serves 4 
Preparation time: 10 min 
Cooking time: 15 min 


You will need: 

1 small French stick 

200g passata with herbs 
1 buffalo mozzarella, 
roughly torn 

6 cherry vine tomatoes cut 
in half 

100g fresh British peas, 
shelled and cooked 
Parmesan for grating 

2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil 
Salt and black pepper 


What to do: 
1. Preheat the oven to 
200°c/400°F 


Recipe: cannedfood.co.uk 


2. Cut the French stick in 
half and then cut each half 
into two. Place on a baking 
tray. 

3. Spread the passata 
evenly over the cut side of 
French stick. Top with the 
mozzarella, tomatoes and 
peas. 

4. Grate over some 
Parmesan, drizzle with the 
olive oil and season with salt 
and pepper. 

5. Place in the top of the 
oven for 8-10 minutes until 
golden. 

6. Remove from the oven 
and serve. 


SMART AND READY 
FOR SCHOOL! 


ALL parents dread the shopping 
trip for new school uniforms, and 
to be honest most children would 
rather be doing something else 
too! 

However, a new uniform, PE kit 
and pair of shoes are all back to 
school essentials but with most of us 
having to stick to a budget, it can be 
a very expensive process. 

Before you start parting with your 
hard-earned cash consider a uni- 
form and kit swap with other parents 
whose children are older than yours 
and have outgrow their clothes. 
Children grow fast, especially at pri- 
mary school, and clothes and shoes 
are often virtually unworn making 
them perfect to pass on to friends 
and neighbours. Many parents offer 
outgrown uniform to schools that are 
only too keen to pass these items on 
to parents as well. 

Charity shops also stock school 
uniform basics so it is definitely 
worth checking these out as well. For 
new clothes and back to school on 


a budget shopping you really can- 
not beat the supermarkets. They all 
have special deals on at the moment 
and have slashed the prices of their 
school wear, making it better value 
than ever. 

Now might be the time to cash in any 
loyalty points to cut your bill even 
more, and if there are special offers 
it is a good idea to buy the next size 
up in everything as well so that you 
don’t have to splash out again in two 
months time! 

Sainsbury’s, Tesco and Asda are 
all good options for school clothing, 
shoes and coats and you can also 
pick up school bags, lunch boxes 
and pens and pencils at the same 
time. 


Top tips for successful 
school wear shopping 
trips: 


@ |t may be obvious, but take your 
children with you! Buying clothes 
without them being there is a recipe 
for disaster and you will just end 

up going back again to change 
everything! 


@ Take small snacks and drinks 
with you to keep hunger and thirst 
at bay, or pack a picnic and head to 
a park after the shopping duties are 
complete. 


@ If you can, budget for a small 
treat as well as the essentials, or 
let your children choose their own 
pens, pencils, pencil cases and 
lunch boxes. 


@ Don’t forget basics such as 
underwear, PE and swimming kits 
and hair bands. 


@ Try and buy skirts and trousers 
that have been treated with special 
coatings to keep damage to a mini- 
mum, and remember to buy water- 
proof shoes and boots as well. 


@ Remember to stock up on name 
tags or naming pens so that your 
newly purchased school kit doesn’t 
go missing in the first week! 
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What’s On at The Leys Children’s Centre - Cuddesdon Corner 
September and October 2011 


61-63 Cuddesdon Way, Blackbird Leys OX4 6SB 


Cuddesdon |NVQ1 Childcare* 


Corner 


For Mikko 
Enticknap 
01865 773263 


(Linked with 


Orchard Meadow 


School 
01865 778609) 


For Anne Wells 
and Valerie 
O’Malley 
Contact 01865 
779615 


Orchard 
Meadow 


01865 778609 


Pegasus 
01865 777175 


Contact Rachel 
Walding 


Windale 
01865 777796 


Contact Nicky 
Solomon 


Leys 
Health 
Centre 


The 
Dovecote 


Nightingale 


Sure Start 


Starting 12 September 
9.30 am — 12.00 pm 
Contact Anne Wells 


NEW! 

Helping Children * 
with Learning 
Starting 12 September 
1.00 pm — 3.00 pm 
Contact Anne Wells 


Knitting Group* 
Starting 19 September + 
1.30 pm — 3.00 pm 
Contact Anne Wells 


Stay & Play 

for Babies, dads, 
mums & carers 

1.00 pm — 3.00 pm 
Contact Mikko Enticknap 


The Breastfeeding 
Cafe 

For pregnant and 
feeding mums 

1.00 pm — 2.00 pm 
Contact Camille Kalaja 
0789 995 8316 


Legal Advice Direct 
1.00 pm — 4.30 pm 
Contact Valerie O’Malley 
to make an appointment 


The Listening Centre 
12.30 pm — 9.00 pm 
Phone 01865 794794 


Stay and Play 
9.30 am — 11.30 am 


Infant Feeding Talks 
For pregnant women 
11.00 am - 12.00 pm 

To book an appointment 
Contact Camille Kalaja 
on 01865 788688 


Baby PEEP 
9.30 am — 10.30 am 


PEEP for 2s 
1.30 pm — 2.30 pm 
Call 01865 395145 


PEEP for 1s # 
9.30am — 10.30 am 
Call 01865 395145 


Stay & Play with 
lunch (small fee) 
11.00 am — 2.00 pm 
including: 

Speech and Language 
(advice available, 
12.00 pm — 1.00 pm) 
and Nursery Nurse 
(advice and information 
available on second 
Tuesday of month, 
11.00 am — 12.00 pm) 


Job Centre Plus 
1.00 pm — 2.00 pm 
See Joumana 

at Cuddesdon Corner 


The Listening Centre 
5.00 pm — 9.00 pm 


NEW! 

Food Hygiene * 
Starting 7 September 
9.15 am — 12.00 pm 
Contact Anne Wells 


NEW! 

Cooking on a Budget * 
Starting 28 September 
9.30 am — 11.30 am 
Contact Anne Wells 


ESOL group* 
9.30 am — 11.30 am 
Contact Anne Wells 


Midwife Clinic 

for post natal and baby 
checks, support and 
advice 

12.30 pm — 2.30 pm - 
drop-in or 

phone 01865 221696 
for an appointment 


The Listening Centre 
5.00 pm — 9.00 pm 


NEW! 

Dinosaur School 
(Parenting course) 
Starting 22 September 
9.30 am — 11.30 am 
Contact Anne Wells 


Agnes Smith 

Advice Centre 

(for advice on benefits, 
money advice and debt) 
10.00 am — 1.00 pm. 
Contact Jackie Knight 
01865 770206 

Also for details of other 
drop-in sessions 


NEW! 

Healthy Eating * 
and Nutrition 
Starting 15 September 
1.00 pm — 3.00pm 
Contact Anne Wells 


NEW! 

Creative Writing* 
Group 

Starting 6 October 
1.30 pm — 3.00 pm 


The Listening Centre 
5.00 pm — 9.00 pm 


Stay & Play with 
lunch 

(small fee) 

9.00 am — 2.45 pm 
Dads Worker available 


Saturday 


Dad’s Zone 

10.00 am — 1.30 pm 
Contact Conroy 
Harris 

0777 540 7524 


COMING SOON 


@ First Aid 


@ Skin Care 
and Facials 


For more details 
contact Anne Wells 


# For information on other PEEP groups in the area contact 01865 395145 


+ course runs every other week 


* CHILDCARE AVAILABLE 


Parents Coffee 
Morning 

in the Parent Room 
9.00 am — 10.00 am 


Leys Childminder 
Drop-In 

12.30 pm — 2.30 pm 
Contact Maureen Sim 
07877 59 6321 


Baby Massage 

For Babies from 8 weeks 
old living on “The Leys” 
1.00 pm — 2.00 pm 
Contact Linda Picton 
01865 788688 


Sparklers 

Every other Tuesday 
1.15 —2.15 pm 

Contact Ruth Donaldson 
01865 779615 


Baby PEEP 
1.30 pm — 2.30 pm 
Call 01865 395145 


Stay and Play 
9.15 am — 11.30 am 


Stay and Play 
12.45 pm — 3.00 pm 


PEEP for 2s 
9.30 am — 10.30 am 


Baby PEEP 
1.30 pm — 2.30 pm 
Call 01865 395145 


EVERYONE WELCOME 


Find more information on our website www.theleyschildrenscentre.org 


Stay and Play 
1.00 pm — 3.00 pm 


Saturday 
Maluchy - Little Ones: 10.00 am — 11.30 am, 
Pegasus School. Call Agata 07874 187 704 


PEEP for 1s 
9.30 am — 10.30 am 
Call 01865 395145 


Together Time 
12.30 pm — 2.30 pm 
Contact Catherine 
Westbury-Cook 
01865 779615 


Baby PEEP 
1.30 pm — 2.30 pm 
Call 01865 395145 


Parents Coffee 
Morning 
9.00 am — 11.00 am 


Co-operative nursery provides 


childcare on the Leys 


8.00 am — 6.00 pm Monday - Friday. 
For more information call 01865 401205 
Additional childcare information available 
on a separate leaflet. For a copy 
Contact Valerie O’Malley on 01865 779615 


Chitdren’s Centres 


for families in Oxfordshire 
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OXFORD 


BROOKES 


UNIVERSITY 


Learning 


Students rush to 


RUSKIN College in Oxford 
has received a flurry of en- 
quiries following the A level 
exam results. 

Academic Registrar, 
Hannah Jones said: “When 
the A level grades came 
out on 18 August, Ruskin 
College found itself taking 
phone calls all day from 
potential applicants look- 
ing for degree courses. We 
are going to be very full this 
year. However, the exciting 
news is that you don’t actu- 
ally need A levels to go to 
Ruskin.” 

The College specialises 
in courses for adults return- 
ing to learning and can of- 
fer starting points at a range 
of levels, with opportunities 


for those who show ability 
to jump quickly over some 
stages and on, right up to 
degree and even taught 
postgraduate level. 

“There is something for 
everyone at Ruskin,” said 
Principal, Professor Audrey 
Mullender. 

“The college offers liter- 
acy and numeracy courses, 
week-long units for those 
wanting to get back into 
work or study, one-term 
projects for older learners 
and others with a burning 
interest in a topic that has 
always fascinated them, 
and a range of university- 
level courses.” 


. 
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Degree subjects include 
English, History, Social Sci- 
ence, Trade Union Stud- 
ies, Youth Work and Social 
Work. (Social Work is full for 
2011 but re-opens soon for 
2012.) There is also a one- 
year course in Law that can 


smooth the path to a Law 
degree, plus a_ two-year 
Foundation Degree in Writ- 
ing for Performance and 
Master’s courses in Trade 
Union Studies and in Wom- 
en’s Studies. 


There is more information available on the College website at www.ruskin.ac.uk 


or from Hannah Jones at hjones@ruskin.ac.uk or on 01865 759604. 


SUSTAINED SUCCESS FOR OCVC 


OXFORD and Cherwell Valley 
College which has a campus at 
Blackbird Leys, has announced a 
99 per cent pass rate for its A Level 
students this year and has recorded 
its highest number ever of A* exam 
results. 

College Principal, Sally Dick- 
etts, said: “We are delighted to 
have maintained our 99 per cent 
pass rate with 17 out of 20 subjects 
achieving a 100 per cent pass rate 
and particular strengths in English 
and Maths. We have developed 
highly successful specialist provi- 
sion in Psychology, Sociology, 
Philosophy and Politics and OCVC 
continues its long record of sus- 
tained success with students from 
an international background as well. 

“We have recorded our high- 
est ever number of A* results and 
OCVC students have successfully 


gained places at leading universi- 
ties including Oxford. This includes 
a student who has been accepted 
to be trained as a doctor at Leeds 
Medical School and a student suc- 
cessful in his application to Oxford 
and the first in his family to go to 
university.” 

Sally Dicketts added: “We are 
also proud of the success of our 
students on vocational programmes 
- with more than 130 students 
achieving triple distinction (DDD): 
equivalent to three high grades at 
A Level, outstanding achievement 
in our A Level equivalent vocational 
provision, including 100 per cent 
achievement in courses including 
Engineering Motor Sport, Art and 
Design, Media, Travel and Tourism, 
Graphic Design, Dance and Per- 
forming Arts. 

“Later this summer we expect to 


be reporting also on high levels of 
success for OCVC apprentices.” 

More than 300 students have 
studied for their A-Levels with 
OCVC. In total they have studied 
for more than 20 different subjects 
from Art and Design to Economics 
and Film to Physics. 

Sally Dicketts, added: “This is 
very much a recognition of the huge 
amount of work they have done. 

“To see such strong results 
across so many subjects and our 
students going on to continue their 
education at the best universities in 
the country against tough competi- 
tion is a joy. 

“| know they would also like to 
say thank you to the teaching and 
support staff here whose commit- 
ment, knowledge and skill have 
played its part in that success.” 


College? 


ustry recognized q 
K in the sports indust 


“Learn the discipline and ethics of 


coaching boxing? 


¥ Train with some of the best boxing 


coaches in the business? 


¥ Become a boxing coach or referee? 


| Paddy Fitzpatrick’s Boxing Academy, in Partnership with The Oxford Academy and Virtual Learning UK is offering a unique 


scholarship for 16-19 year old boys and girls with an interest in coaching to pursue a 1 year Boxing and Education Scholarship 


in Swindon and Oxford 


For more information: 


- 


visit 


Call 


email 


www fitzpatricksboxinggym.com 
07852 338861 


info@ boxingandeducati 


Courses, Workshops 
and Opportunities 


IT Courses 
Still Free 
With Blitz 


Enrol now for September courses. 


@ Would you like to improve your IT skills? 
@ Would you like to improve your work prospects? 
@ Would this help you get a Job? 


We are currently offering the following 
courses: 


BEGINNERS 
Informal 12 week courses for adults with little or no com- 
puter knowledge 


COMPUTER MAINTENANCE 

Understanding your computer in the home and work 
environment. First line support, hardware, software, file 
management, trouble shooting, upgrades. 

(you will require some basic IT skills to access this 
course) 


BRIDGE TO A QUALIFICATION 

(Full level 2 1TQ Certificate) 

Excel, Powerpoint, charts and graphs, more advanced 
Word and File management. 

(you will require some basic IT skills to access this 
course) 


Free access to the 
internet for all adults 


Silver Surfers 
You are never 


too old! 
Drop in times: 
We are still able to 
offer free beginner Monday 12.30-3.00pm 


computer lessons 
for our older 
community. 


Wednesday 12.30-3.00pm 


Friday 12.30-3.00pm 


Blackbird Leys IT Hub 
Leys Linx Centre, Blackbird Leys Community Centre 


For more information ring John on 01865 714492 


ABLE CENTRE 


Free courses in 
Maths 


and English 


Comics Workshops! 
Comics With Adam 


Fun, creative comics 
workshops for kids, teens 
and adults. 
www.comicswithadam.com 


Improve your skills and Tel. 07767846832 


get a recognised quali- 
fication. Able Centre, 
Blackbird Leys Library. 


Ages 8-12: 5.30-6.30pm; 
Ages 13-17: 6.45-7.45pm; 
Adults: 8-9pm. 

Cost: £7 (1st class free!) 


To book a time to 
come in call 01865 
776334 


The Old Jam Factory, 
27 Park End Street 


East Oxford Life Drawing 


Untutored class. New and experienced artists are all 
welcome. Easels provided. Bring materials. New life 
models welcome. 6—8pm, £3 


Fusion Arts, East Oxford Community Centre, Princes 
Street, Oxford OX4 1DD 

Email: info@fusion-arts.org 

Tel. 01865 245735 

http://www.fusion-arts.org. 
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Wonder Woman diary 


Leys News | September 2011 


JANE YATES is Leys News resident cartoonist and has big plans to run a marathon this 
year. In her Wonder Woman diary she has been keeping us updated with her progress. 
Here is her seventh installment... 


searching for motivation! feo 
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| AM ashamed to say that 
| have done no serious 


to go on arun and | knew 


circles, not so bad this time 
it would be hard. Did not - 


as | felt | was not gasping > 


training yet this month and 
its almost half way through! 
To make matters worse the 
glossy brochure arrived 
from the Mind charity run- 
ning team, reminding me 
that October is not that far 
away. The brochure, which 
has smiling thin people on 
the cover wearing med- 
als also contained a form 
to collect money inside it, 
but besides a quick flick 
through, so far | have only 
used it to rest my tea cup 
on. 

| put my total lack of mo- 
tivation this month down to 
the spaniel! Well you have 
to blame someone don't 
you. Seriously though start- 
ing a job which involves a 
lot of walking has made it 
harder to want to go out for 
a run. | just get home, cook 


even feel better after eating 
packet of beef crisps and 

a double helping of fudge 
cake. 

When | set off | was out 
of breath straight away and 
was not able to catch my 
breath for the whole three 
and a half mile run. | told 
myself off for being grumpy, 
after all it was a lovely 
morning and | was running 
along the canal which was 
very nice. | had forgotten 
to bring my ipod, so | could 
hear myself gasping for air 
which in a way was quite 
scary but also useful as | 
did not have to say, excuse 
me, as | passed people 
blocking the canal path as 
they could hear me coming 
some distance away! 


15 July 


for breath so much. Later 

| walked four miles in an 
hour, spaniel-less. (Is that a 
word?) 


19 July 
| cycled 14 miles and 
walked four. 


20 July 
Walked ten miles. 


22 July 

I’ve had three nights now 
of not sleeping well, | have 
no work today and had 
planned to dig my allot- 
ment, it looks a nice day but 
I’m too tired. I’d feel less 
guilty if it rained. 


23 July 

Still feeling tired but decide 
to take the spaniel on a five 
mile walk, | struggled a bit, 

but she raced off into the 
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| don’t ache, what a nice 
feeling! Thought | might 
take the spaniel for a run 
but she was not keen, so | 
took her to the small foot- 
ball field and she sat and 
watched me run around for 
20 minutes. 


tea, (which usually involves 
pealing a lid off something 
that can be cooked in its 
packet) and flop down in 
front of the TV. 

So OK, | am going to 
make this my last day off for 
a bit, promise! Now I’m off 
to cook some pop tarts for 


breakfast. 17 July 


distance. Typical, now she 
wants to run! 


24 July 
Got up early and dug up my 
potatoes from my allotment. 
This is much harder work 
than it sounds. Also cycled 
five miles. 

The rest of the week got 


to do better next month, 
so cleaned out my sweet, 


crisps and cereal cupboard. 


| have bought healthy oats 
and dried fruit and plan to 
not eat junk for a month. | 
also decided that | would 
make a real effort for the 
last day of the month and | 
swam a mile at the Rosen- 


as well start the healthy 
eating thing after all it did 
not last that long last time, 
what was it? Two hours? 

| bought myself a sports 
bra- mainly as it was in the 
sale. It was really hard to 
put on; | got tangled up and 
was quite puffed out and 
ended up in a heap on the 


stopping. In the end | gave 
up after only two miles at 
a slow pace. | think | used 
more energy putting that 
sports bra on! 


31 July 
Swam 30 lengths. 

Catch up with Jane’s 
latest keep fit adventures 


Again with the spaniel not 
wanting to run, probably 
because of the rain, | took 
her to the small field and 
ran four and a half miles in 


14 July 

Woke up this morning re- 
ally, really, really, grumpy as 
| knew | was going to have 


Are you ready for the 
digital switchover? © 


gwitchover 
help scheme 
" 
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DIGITAL TV switchover 
is the biggest change in 
television since the intro- 
duction of colour. Start- 
ing on 14th of Septem- 
ber analogue television 
will be switched off at the 
Oxford TV transmitter 
and will be completed on 
the 28th of September. If 
you don’t have digital TV 
by the time of switcho- 
ver, you will lose your TV 
channels. 

If you are still watch- 
ing analogue TV (five 
channels or less) on any 
of your sets, you need to 
convert them to digital. 
Virtually any existing TV 
can be converted using 
a Freeview box, a digital 
satellite service or digital 


cable. 

Most people are 
ready for switchover, but 
you may know or care 
for older and disabled 
people who need help to 
make the switch. 

The BBC-run Help 
Scheme has helped 
hundreds of thousands 
of people to switch to 
digital. 

It offers people aged 
75 and over and eligible 
disabled equipment, 
installation and free 
aftercare to convert one 
of their TV sets to digital. 
It costs £40, or is free to 
eligible people who are 
also on income related 
benefits. 

All eligible people 


have been contacted 
by post, but not every- 
one may be confident 
enough to take up the 
help. The “Helping Hand 
campaign urges every- 
one to make sure older 
and disabled neighbours, 
customers and friends 
know they can get help. 
So no-one is left be- 
hind, lend them a helping 
hand by passing this 
information to them. You 
may be the one person 
they trust to give them 
good advice. 


away from me as | caught 
a cold. Got muddled up 
by the dates and thought 
Friday was the last day 

of July! | was determined 


For more information, call 0800 40 85 900 or visit helpscheme.co.uk. Textphone 
users can call 0800 40 85 936. For general information and guidance on 
switchover please call Digital UK on 08456 50 50 50 or visit digitaluk.co.uk. 


Want to advertise in Leys News? 


blatt Swimming Pool. 


30 July 


Darn it! Two more days to 
this month, oh well | might 


bed. 
It was a lovely morning 
so thought | would go for a 


had other plans and kept 


in the next issue of Leys 
News. 


run with the spaniel but she 


IF YOU ASK ME... 


BY LEYS NEWS EDITOR 
SARAH EDWARDS 


SO...the dust has just about 
settled now so, how do you 
feel about the riots? And 
more importantly do you 
know where your children are 
every night of the week? 
Thankfully, Oxford was 
spared the large scale distur- 
bances that other major cities 
had to contend with, but were 
you among the hundreds of 
thousands of people who 
tuned in to the TV news to 
see scenes of looting, rioting 
and burning buildings. Did 
you follow the feeds from 
Twitter and Facebook with 
a certain degree of fascina- 
tion? And did you discuss 
what was going on with your 
children? 


It was well documented 
that children as young as ten 
and 11 were involved in the 
fighting, looting and attacks 
on the emergency services, 
and their involvement had 
nothing to do with protesting 
about anything-on any level. 

Grabbing armful after 
armful of trainers, electrical 
equipment and alcohol while 
running from the police is all 
about greed, so why were 
those very young children out 
on those incredibly danger- 
ous streets during one of the 
most volatile times in recent 
memory? 

We live in a society where 
everyone has to have every- 
thing now. Our children hear 
us berate the tax man, the 
police, and politicians and 
hear us talk of how money 
is the key to everything in 
life and that having the best, 
biggest, newest and most 
expensive of everything is 
vital and sets you apart. 

Small wonder then, 
that at the first opportunity 
our young, impressionable 
children are hitting the streets 
and helping themselves 
to things that they could 
never possibly afford to buy 


themselves. 

The riots were many 
things to many people. 
Shops and businesses were 
destroyed, people were hurt 
and killed and our police forc- 
es were put under enormous 
pressure. The riots may well 
have started as a protest but 
they ended as greed. They 
were nothing more than an 
excuse for people to loot and 
raid and steal. 

The images of young, 
hooded children stealing 
from shops in our cities was 
one of the most tragic scenes 
of a damaged childhood 
and fractured family society 
that | have observed ina 
long time. The very fact that 
they thought it was perfectly 
acceptable to be out on the 
streets at that time of night, 
let alone stealing from shops 
speaks volumes about the 
way we are parenting our 
children. 


Nobody gets it right all the 
time, but...do YOU know 
where your children are 
every night of the week? 

| really hope that you do. 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


John Charlton on 01865 711756 


or email advertising@leysnews.co.uk 


If you would like to sponsor this page please contact 


Leys News short story 
writing competition 


ONCE upon a 
time, ina land 


far, far away... 


THEY say that everyone has a book 
in them, or at the very least a good 
tale to tell so we thought that it was 
about time we gave Leys News read- 
ers the opportunity to tell us a few 
good stories for a change! 

Maybe something exciting has 
happened to you that would make 
a great story or perhaps you have 
overcome some difficult times in your 
life that would inspire others to do the 
same? 

Perhaps you love fantasy and sci-fi 
and have loads of ideas that would 
make a great story about aliens from 
outer space, or have a burning desire 
to write a thriller that will keep your 
readers on the edge of their seats! 
Are you an incurable romantic and 
long to write the next best selling work 
of romantic fiction? Perhaps you have 
a great idea for a children’s story 
or book and feel compelled to get it 
down on paper! 

Whatever your ideas this is a great 
opportunity to start writing and get 
your imagination flowing. If you are 
stuck for ideas here are few topics to 
get you started and provide a bit of 
inspiration. 

@ Make a list of topics that interest 
you or things that have happened and 
people who you have met or places 
you have visited. Some of these may 
spark an idea and be a useful way to 


OXFORDSHIRE Theatre Company has 
always proclaimed to be the big theatre 
in small spaces and it cannot be big- 
ger or better than its latest show when 
it comes to capturing the imagination of 
children. 


get your creative juices flowing. 

@ Remember that this is a short story 
competition and your story will have 
to be told in 500 words or less. This 
can be harder than it sounds as you 
have to get off to a good, strong start 
to keep the reader interested. 

@ Think carefully about your charac- 
ters, your plot and the way that your 
story will flow and develop. You need 
to keep your readers hooked in right 
to the end so make sure your story 
has pace and plenty of interest and 
action. 

@ Keep a notebook handy to jot down 
any ideas that you have that could be 
the beginning of a great story. 


We are hoping to run the Leys 
News Short Story Competition on a 
monthly basis. Each month we will 
select a winning entry and publish it 
in Leys News. The winning entry will 
receive a book token. The competition 
is open to everyone including children 
and your short story can be about 
anything, however we cannot guaran- 
tee that every entry will be published 
and we will not publish any stories 
that contain obscene or offensive 
language, or anything that may offend 


other readers. 

We are very happy to accept en- 
tries from writing groups, schools, or 
other community groups so why not 
get together with some friends and 
come up with some ideas too? 
Good luck and happy writing! 


Please send your entries to: 


The Editor, Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, Oxford 
Or via email to editor@leysnews.co.uk 
(please put short stories in the subject box) 


Your story must not be longer than 500 words and ideally should be typed, 


double spaced in Arial 12 pt. 


If you are emailing your story to us please send it as a Word Document or cut 
and paste it into the body of your email message. 

All entries must be received by the 15th of each month and please include your 
name, address, age and contact telephone number or email address. 

We cannot return entries so please keep a copy of your work. 


Jungle storytelling magic 


The Jungle Book opens its 50 venue 
tour in September with three shows to 
enjoy at Pegasus from Friday 30 Sep- 
tember. 

Everyone knows the story of Mowgli, 
the boy raised by wolves in the jungle 
and his companions Baloo the bear and 
Bagheera the panther. 

His journey from boyhood to man- 
hood is fraught with dangers particularly 
from the great tiger Shere Khan who 
stalks the boy through the jungle land- 
scape, providing an exciting and thrilling 
adventure for all ages. 

The top storytelling company has giv- 
en audiences another great show, adapt- 
ed by award-winning playwright Neil 
Duffield and directed by Karen Simpson, 
the team who brought Alice in Wonder- 
land to the stage in 2010-11, with a qual- 


ity cast including Miles Western playing 
Shere Khan, an Olivier Award Winner 
for Pageant at the Vaudeville Theatre in 
2000 and in Cinderella at Oxford Play- 
house as Lady G in 2010, and Peter Mc- 
Camley playing Baloo who was part of 
the Blue Man Group on Broadway. 

Oxfordshire Theatre Company fam- 
ily shows have a winning combination 
of excellent storytelling, music, puppet- 
ry and movement to create a vivid and 
memorable theatre experience for all. 

From the design of staging and light- 
ing (stage and costume design by Rach- 
ana Jadhav, lighting design by Mark 
Dymock) to the catchy and atmospheric 
music (Composer Matt Marks) it is the 
talents of their whole team that ensures 
a great night out. 


The Jungle Book 


At Pegasus, Magdalen Road, Oxford OX4 1RE 
Friday 30 September and Saturday 1 October, 6pm, 
Saturday matinee 1pm. Tickets £8 full price, £6 concessions, £5 U18s 


Box Office 01865 812 150 


www.pegasustheatre.org.uk/shows/the-jungle-book 
Pegasus website www.pegasustheatre.org.uk 
Company website www.oxfordshiretheatrecompany.co.uk 
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Arts and culture focus 


BOOK REVIEW 


The Woman in Black 


by Susan Hill 
(nominated by Caitlin, Greater Leys) 


REVIEW BY TRIO WATSON 


poe Oe 


SUSAN HILL 


‘Heartstoppingly chilling’ 
DAILY EXPRESS 


SOVLNIA 


THIS story shares the experiences of a young 
lawyer sent to attend to final paperwork from 
the Drablow family estate after the last surviving 
family member died. Curious sounds, mysterious 
behaviour from a range of spooky characters 
and inexplicable events are assembled to cre- 
ate an absorbing and completely chilling ghost 
story that demands to be read to the end as 
soon as possible. It leaves a lot to the imagina- 
tion so | spooked myself out entirely (in a good 
way). It would make great TV so any budding 
film-makers or artists might find this book a fun 
place to start a new project from. Or, you might 
find yourself retelling it yourself on a dark and 
stormy night... This book was first published in 
1983, and is set in the 50s which gives the tale a 
soothing and slightly dated charm. 

This straightforward novel with fairly short 
chapters is suitable for 15-year-olds upwards. 
If you like ghost stories you'll love this book. If 
that’s not normally your thing this one is great for 
a newcomer to the genre. 


Summer of fun at Templar’s Square 
Edmond Tahl returns: 
Saturday, 3 September 


Once again, Edmond 
finds himself buried in 
absurdity, where the 
bizarre is always close 
on his heels. Amidst 

a reality of swarm- 

ing bees, low flying 
helicopters, squeaky 
prams, spaghetti west- 
ern gun fights, ringing 
telephones, improbably large monsters, crashing 
glass, and James Bond scenarios, he attempts to 
keep his composure. 


Performances at 12am, 2pm, and 4pm. 


Check out Edmond Tahl in advance on You Tube: 
http://tinyurl.com/leysnews001 
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Your local 


is that mums (and dads) think remember that sight. When did 
representatives they have a right to wheel their you see a buggy ensconced in a 
beloved bundle onto the bus wheelchair space, and the parent 


Parish Council without having to fold the buggy —_ unwilling to vacate the space for 


Chairman: Gordon Roper; BY ALAN WITTON |. or carry the baby. And of course _a disabled adult in a wheelchair? 
Vice Chair: Gerry Webb; Non- 
position holders: Tanya Pres- 


cott, Chris Hatton, Cyril Martin, Loads of fuss, 


Mrs Ann Booker, Mrs Sheila 


the space available on buses, We’ve all seen that happen once 
even our wonderful new low-floor or twice. When did you last see a 
buses, for unfolded baby-carriers parent wheeling an empty buggy 


Smith, Brian Lester. Pat Stan- bugg y on is very strictly limited. on board, followed by the toddler 
City Council section below) the bus of travelling on one of the very did you last even see a six-year- 
or furthor datas teleohone first bus routes in the country to old wheeling a doll’s pram onto 
01865 716943 during se be served by low-floor buses, in a bus, containing nothing more 
hours of 9am—Spm, Monday IT SEEMS to me that technology __ the staircase!). Not an easy Whitley Bay on Tyneside. Word _lively than a doll and expecting 
to Friday. Send mail to Par- is a two-edged sword. One edge _ task. But mums managed it, and _ had gone around like wildfire, to occupy one of the two or three 
ish Council, 13 Bailey Road, is beautifully sharp and good for _— children of my generation do not —_and it seemed that every stop precious buggy spaces for the 
Oxford, OX4 3HU. whatever purpose you put it to. seem to have been left any the was festooned with halfa dozen purpose? 
Also check leysonline.net to The other edge is, frankly, blunt —_ worse from the indignity of being —_ doting mums with their buggies All this goes to prove that 
find out about Parish Council as sin and no good for anything — carried one-handed like a parcel. _left obstinately unfolded. Of technology can be incredibly 
Meetings. except beating people over the In the 1990s all that changed. course the driver had to try clever, and can give us 
head. (And not awfully much A well-meaning organisation explaining to all but the first opportunities that our parents 
; : : good even for that). called DiPTAC, about which few _ few that there was no space could never have dreamt of. But 
Oxford City Council When | was a tiny little totin of my readers will have heard, left for buggies, and that they what it seemingly can’t do is 
Blackbird Leys Ward a buggy, more years ago than persuaded the Government might have no better luck on the __ to enable us to use those new 
Val Smith = habour | care to admit, we didn’t call that all public transport ought to next bus. Of course the buggy- opportunities in an adult and 
4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD them buggies, we called them be accessible to buggies, and wielders were all convinced that mature way. 
@ 07767 446051 pushchairs. Buses had high even to adult disabled people in the human rights of the 17th Now a gadget that sat in 
valsmith@gmail.com floors and there were at least two _ full-sized wheelchairs. Of course buggy-occupying baby were someone’s brain that said “there 
or cllrvsmith@oxford.gov.uk steps up from street level to the the process was a slow one, but _—_just as sacrosanct as the first! are already three buggies on 
(her city councillor entry) lower deck, and eight more if you now it is nearing completion. In And of course timekeeping and _ this bus so I'll have to fold mine 
Rae Humberstone — Labour wanted to go up top. Mothers, many of our big cities, including _ punctuality took a nosedive. up” or “here comes someone 
75 Little Bury, Blackbird Leys including my own mother, had Oxford and London, virtually We have all grown (a lot) in a wheelchair, I’ll need to 
@ 01865 779678 to master the skill of holding the all buses are now low-floor, older and (not much) wiser make space for them”, now 
clirhumberstone@oxford.gov.uks baby and any shopping in one with space for wheelchairs and _ since then. But when did you that would really be something 
Wal Smith-and Rae Humber hand, folding the buggy with the buggies. Nowadays the skill of last see a parent with a buggy worth inventing. A bit Orwellian 
stone will be doing street sur- other, and stowing the buggy in lifting children one-handed onto protesting loudly when they | suppose, and perhaps it would 
geries every other week. They the space thoughtfully provided a bus seems to be dying out were told they had to fold the be better if we just applied our 
can also visit people in their under the staircase. (Sometimes among the younger generation buggy up? Probably if you use own intelligence to the problem 
homes — ring or email to make indeed, when there were no of parents. Not a bad thing buses at all, you don’t have to in hand. 
arrangements. seats, | was also stowed under you may think. But the result look back very many days to 
Northfield Brook Ward 
Oxford Garden Centres S Oxford Cars 
ue Evans 
Stuart Craft — /ndependent C LA SSI F. IT E DS South Hinksey, OX1 5AR Neale Yard Remedies Pach Regus, 7200 The Quorum, Ox4 
Working Class Association @ 01865 326066 : eds oe hee vs fe 21Z @® 01865 406070 
5 Emperor Gardens, Greater BUSINESS SERVICES [ff FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD ene sow) ene vere oe” | | ReyarGare 
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A quick guide to what's available locally. If you have a service or event you'd like to include, please ring 01865 711756. 


ADVICE 


Agnes Smith Advice Centre 
Gives free independent and 
impartial advice. Drop-in ses- 
sions are in the centre on Mon- 
days 2.00-4.00pm and Fridays 
10.00am-—12.00pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
10am—12pm. @ 01865 770206 


CHILDREN 


Breastfeeding Café 
Mondays, 1.00pm — 2.00pm at 
Leys Children’s Centre, Cud- 
desdon Corner. 

@ Camille, 0789 995 8316 


Oxfordshire (The Rifles) Bat- 
talion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30—9.30p at 
Sandy Lane West. Boys and 
girls ages 13 to 18. 

@ 01869 259681 


Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety 
of activities & advice for young 
people. @ 01865 772886. 


Brownies: Thursdays, Holy 
Family Church Hall. 
@ Gill Manning, 01865 770959 


Dovecote Afterschool Club 
Mondays — Thursdays, 3.15pm 
— 5.00pm, £1.30 per session. 
@ 01865 712299 


Maluchy group for Polish 
speaking families with children 
ages 0 to 5 years. Saturday, 
10.00am — 11.30am, at 
Pegasus School. 

@ Agata, 07874 187 704 


35th Oxford Scout Group 
@ Duncan Bowler, 0776 
6293353 
duncan@35thoxford.com 


Rainbows 

For girls aged 5 to 7. Fridays 
during term time, 5.30— 
6.30pm, at the Holy Family 
Church Hall on Cuddesdon 
Way. @# Laura Turner, 
07787528120 


Leys Kiddie Club 

Mon, Tue, Thur and Fri, 
9.30am—2.30pm, at Dovecote 
Family Drop-in Room. £1. 
Price includes a hot drink and 


a soft drink for children. 


Starlight Community Project 
Some of the courses and 
groups on offer: 

@ Acourse for women — gain 
self confidence, develop skills 
for work or further learning 

@ IT courses @ Dad’s group 
@ Black British History course 
@ Parent Forum @ Get ready 
for work course ®@ Literacy & 
Numeracy skills @ Group for 
familes with black children of 
mixed heritage 

@ 01865 778514 
www.starlightproject.co.uk 


EDUCATION 


Able Centre 
Free courses in Maths and 
English. @ Annette, 776334 


Blitz IT Courses 

IT for beginners, internet, 
email, file management, PC 
maintenance and more. 

@ 01865 714492 


Oxford Women’s Training 
Scheme 

@ 01865 550227 
hmcluckie@ocuc.ac.uk 


Blackbird Leys Library 
Cuddesdon Way, Opposite 
Top Shops. 

Books, DVDs, audio books, 
use of computers for adults 
and children, photocopying, 
reading group, holiday 
activities. 

Opening times 

Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am — 12pm 
and 1.30 — 5pm 

Tue: 9am — 12pm 

Sat: 9.30am — 12.30pm 
Friday Closed 


LEISURE 


BL Swimming Pool 

Blackbird Leys Road. General 
swimming times are Mon & Fri 
5.45-6.45pm, and Sat & Sun 
11.15am-—1.00pm. Thursdays, 
12—1pm, parent and toddlers. 
Saturdays and Sundays, 
2.30—3.30pm, families only. 

@ 01865 467042. 


Boxing training. 

Tues & Thurs 7.30—9.00pm, at 
Youth Centre, Leys Linx, 
Blackbird Leys Rd. 

@ 01865 715815. 


Irish dancing. Sacred Heart 
Hall. Weds & Thurs, 5pm. 


BBL Leisure Centre 


® Body Conditioning, 

Mon, 10 — 11am 
@ Tae Kwon Do, Tue, 6 — 7pm 
@ Pilates Beginners, 

Tue, 7 — 7.45pm 
@ Aerotone, Wed, 6 — 7pm 
@ Tae kwon Do, Thu, 5 — 6pm 
@ Circuit Training, 

Thu, 7.05pm — 7.55pm 
®@ Boxercise, Fri, 10-—11am 
@ Step & Tone, Fri, 6—7pm 
All activites cost from £1.20 


OLDER PEOPLE 


The Clockhouse 
see box right 


Prime Time Over 50s group, 
Wednesdays, 10.30am - 
3.30pm, at Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre, Pegasus Road 
(£1.50). Keep fit, bingo, indoor 
bowls, speakers, activities and 
trips. @ 07534 740589 
Golden Circle 

@ Bernard Tucker, 460592 


Silver Circle 

@ 435954 (Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre) 
Monday lunch club 

@ Anne Appleton, 422231 


Get Moving... 


Get Dancing! 

Back by popular demand 
from the Get Moving! Dance 
pilot project. A weekly dance 
class for over-50’s will re-start 
in September at Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre (Com- 
munity Hall 1). 


The weekly class will run 

on Wednesdays (from 
9.30-10.30am) starting on 
Wednesday 21 September. 
Cost: £2.50 per session. 
(No need to book, just come 
along and pay on the day). 
No previous experience 
necessary. 


Why not come along to have 
Fun, be Active & be Creative! 
@ For more details call Claire 
Thompson, 01865 252820 


cthompson@oxford.gov.uk. 


Grandparents’ 

“Stay And Play” 

Bring your grandchildren 

to this new Leys Childrens 
Centre drop-in, specially for 
grandparents. Weds 1-3 pm 
at the Dovecote. Starts 21 
September — including launch 
event at 2pm. 


Leys Community Church 
Over-60s Club 
@ Keith Templar, 715815 


WELLBEING 


The Listening Centre 

A counselling service for Black- 
bird Leys and Oxford. Cud- 
desdon Corner Family Centre. 
@ 01865 794794 

Slimming World 

Every Thursday, 5.15pm 

and 7.00pm, Leisure Centre, 
Pegasus Road. 

@ Gill, 01865 730009 
Survivors 

Fridays and Saturdays, 
Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre, 9.30am — 3.30pm. All 
welcome. A self-help group of 
people who use or have used 
Mental Health Services, work- 
ing together to get support for, 
to share experiences and to 
press for greater awareness of 
the needs of survivors. Lunch 
available for £1. Pudding 50p. 
Breakfast from 50p. Card mak- 
ing. Table top sales. 

@ 07729 581975 


NETWORKING 


Leys Women’s Business 
Network. 

For women who have or are 
interested in starting their own 


business, however big or small. 


First Tuesday of the month, 
7.30-— 9.00pm. £1 suggested 
donation. 26 Kingfisher Green 
@ 01865 395960 


Leys WI 

Meets at the Clockhouse on 
the first Wednesday of every 
month at 7.30pm. 

@ To find out more call 
Rachel Fisher on 

07528 433199 


www.theleyswi.moonfruit.com 


Churches 


Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys (car park in Poulton Place). 


@ Church office, 01865 776903 


Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music and children’s liturgy; 12noon in 


Portuguese; and at 6.00pm. 


Leys Community Church 
@ Richard & Kate Colbrook, 01865 714153 


Meets on Sundays, 3.30pm at the Church of the Holy Family. 
Meetings include special activities for children and young people. 


The Redeem Christian Church of God 


@ 07825 679044 and 01865 766056 


Meets at the Leisure Centre, Pegasus Road, Blackbird Leys. 


Sunday Service: 3.00-6.00pm 


Bible study on Fridays: 7.00-8.00pm, except the last Friday of the 


month. 
www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk 


The Church of the Holy Family 
@ Rev Adam Stevenson, 01865 714163 


Eucharist: Every Sunday, 10am, with children’s activities. 

Timeout: Reflective evening worship. Most Sundays, 6.30pm. 

Church Office Hour: Mondays (except bank holidays) at 6.30- 
7.30pm. For hall bookings, wedding arrangements and enquiries. 
Fellowship for Bible: Study, discussion and prayer. Most Wednesdays 


at 7.30pm. 
www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


What’s on in the Leys 


Leys News |15 


Clockhouse Community Centre 
Long Ground, Greater Leys OX4 7FX. (Look for the clocks on 
the roof) @% 01865 395908 E: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


PINK TEA PARTY 
Monday 26 September, 
2-4 pm. Bring your friends 
for a cup of tea and a ‘sweet 


treat’, and make a donation in 
aid of charity Breast Cancer 
Care. Wear a bit of pink and 
try our pink raffle 


Over-50s advice 

FREE monthly, confidential, 
“drop-in” advice on benefits, 
debt, housing and consumer 
issues. Outreach session at the 
Clockhouse, by Agnes Smith 
Advice Centre. Next date: Mon- 
day 26 September 10-12. 


Games Club for over 50s 
Monday mornings 10.30 am 
to 12.30 pm. Do you enjoy 
board games like scrabble and 
dominoes? £1. 

Support group for carers 
Are you caring for an adult 
friend or loved one? Meets 
every third Monday in the 
month, for friendship, sharing 
advice and information. Next 
meeting: Monday 19 Septem- 
ber. 2-3.30 pm. FREE. 


Line dancing for over 50s 
No partner needed, beginners 
welcome. Great fun. Next 
dance: Monday 12 September. 
1.30 to 3.30 pm. £2 


Yoga for over 50s 
Seated/standing exercise, 

and relaxation. Feel calm and 
refreshed. Tuesdays starting 6 
September 10-11 am. £2. 


Singing for fun for over 50s. 
No pressure, no reading music, 
just relax and enjoy singing 

in good company. Tuesdays 
starting 6 September 1.30 to 
S10) on, NEE 


Crafts group for over 50s 
Wednesdays 11 am to 12.30 
pm. Bring your knitting, 
crochet, or sewing and have a 
natter. Beginners welcome. £1 
Creative writing for over 50s 


Ever thought about writ- 

ing? — stories, poetry, events 
from your life? Now’s your 
chance, with this short 
course. Wednesdays 1.30 to 
3.30 pm, from 28 September 
to 19 October. FREE. 


Tai chi for over 50s 
Seated/standing exercise 
to help you get more sup- 
ple, and boost your energy. 
Thursdays starting 15 Sep- 
tember 10-11 am. £2 


Cut your energy bill 
Thursday 29 September 
11.15 am. FREE talk by Kelly 
Gardiner from the Affordable 
Warmth Project. Find out 
how to have a warm home 
AND keep your fuel bills 
down. Tips for energy ef- 
ficiency, getting the best deal 
from energy suppliers, and 
news of grants/other help 


Gardening Club 
Monthly meeting of SLIGO 
(Senior Leys Independent 
Gardening Organisation), 
first Thursday of each 
month, at 2 pm. Thursday 
1 September — Cooking 
with Herbs. Talk and demo 
by Christine McDermott. £2 
per meeting. Adults of all 
ages welcome. 


Day Trip: Ryton Organic 
Gardens, see below 


Evening activities meeting 
Thurs 8 Sept, 6 pm. Would 
you like more evening activi- 
ties at the Clockhouse? Join 
us to share ideas and help 
plan the “next step”. 


Computer courses for 
over-50s. Learn at your own 
pace with the Clockhouse 

IT Project Group. Complete 
beginners very welcome. £1. 
Tel: 07962 887379 for details. 


Our sessions are either low-cost or free, and all Leys over 
50s are very welcome! Contact Sally Meachim, Leys CDI 
Clockhouse Project tel: 395908 for dates and details. 


S@& R CHILDS 


INDEPENDENT FUNERAL SERVICES 


Pharmacy House, 69 London Road, Headington, 
Oxford OX3 9AA Tel: (01865) 427272 


10 The Parade, Oxford Road, Kidlington, 
Oxford OX5 1EE Tel: (01865) 378888 


142 Oxford Road, Cowley, Oxford OX4 2DZ 
Tel: (01865) 714007 


4 Elms Parade, Botley, Oxford OX2 9LG 
Tel: (01865) 245464 


www.srchilds.co.uk 


The only family owned and managed funeral service 
in Oxford offering a personal 24 hour service 
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Leys Sport 


August 2011 


Leys News aims to bring you the best in local sporting action. If you would like to 
sponsor this page please email editor@leysnews.co.uk or ring 01865 711756 


It has taken 38 long years... 


BY JACEK MAJEWSKI 


IT has taken 38 long years since 
Oxford United last won an away 
game against their most fierce 
local opponent. Last time the Us 
won in Wiltshire was in February 
1973 when they enjoyed a 3:1 win 
against Swindon. 

James Constable’s two first 
half goals meant this streak of 
poor results at the County Ground 
finally came to a fully deserved 
end last weekend. Make no mis- 
take about it though — it was by no 
means the best performance the 
players in yellow and blue staged 
this season. 

| watched them play Shrews- 
bury at the Kassam Stadium a 
few days before and they looked 
composed’ and __ professional 
throughout the game. Swindon 
was always going to be different — 
was always going to be about the 
result. 

Chris Wilder — U’s manager 
said after the game: “We didn’t 
play great but nobody from Ox- 
ford will give a monkey’s about 
that, it was all about the result.” 
How very true.. 

The first goal was a result 
of an inch-perfect corner from 


Peter Leven met by unmarked 
Constable who had an easy task 
to head the ball into the net af- 
ter 12 minutes. Swindon replied 
well though. Callum Kennedy’s 
set pieces have been a constant 
danger and they finally paid off 8 
minutes later. Matt Ritchie man- 
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aged to get between Jake Wright 
and Liam Davis and headed in a 
Kennedy’s cross to make it 1:1. 
Three minutes before half time 
Oxford scored again. A beautiful 
free-kick by Leven could only be 
parried by Phil Smith into the on- 
rushing Constable who chested 
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the ball across the line. 

In the second half Oxford were 
guilty of giving the ball away far 
too cheaply unnecessarily invit- 
ing more pressure from the home 
side but in the end they held on 
and got back with all three points. 


Swindon Town — Oxford United 1:2 
Goals: Ritchie 20’ — Constable 12’, 42’ 


Swindon: P.Smith — Caddis, Devera, 
Flint, Kennedy — Ritchie, J.Smith, 
Ferry, Esajas (71’ Gabilondo) — De 
Vita (46’ Kerrouche , 67’ Connell) 


United: Clarke — Whing, Duberry, 
Wright, Davis — Potter (74’ Batt), 
Heslop (49’ Hall), McLaren, Leven — 
Constable, Guy (55’ Smalley) 


Referee: M. Haywood 
Attendance: 12113 (2707 visitors) 


Recent League Games: 
06/08 — Rotherham — Oxford 1:0 
13/08 — Oxford — Bradford Aa 


16/08 — Oxford — Shrewsbury 2:0 


Calling all 
sportsmen 
and women! 


Would you like your 


sporting achievements 
featured on this page? 


Have fun and get * 
fit with the girls in 
our social football 
sessions. 


Netball training sessions are ideal for women and girls 
(aged 16 or over) who want to get fit and have FUN! 


Day: Saturdays (starting 6 August 2011) 

Time: 2.30pm - 4pm 

Venue: Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre. Pegasus Road, Oxford, OX4 6JL 
Cost: £3 per session 

Créche: £2 Non members, £1.20 members. Places are limited please book 


in advance on 01865 467020. 


This class is suitable for beginners and for those with no experience of 
netball. For more information contact Natasha 01865 467264 
Natasha.mighty @fusion-lifestyle.com 
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Join us at our Social Football coaching session 


Football coaching session will be available for women and girls 
(aged 16 and over). This session is ideal for beginners and those that 
want to have 


Join in the fun from 6-7pm every Tuesday on the field next to Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre. 


Cost £2 per session 


For more information please contact Natasha Mighty on: 
E: natasha.mighty @fusion-lifestyle.com or Tel: 01865 467264 


Getinto &} 
Football 


